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ELA 8 – Bello





        End of Unit 2 Assessment: Counterclaim – 1st Draft
Requirements for Counterclaim Paragraph:

1. Counterclaim: Introduce & Discuss
· Topic sentence
· May introduce the counterclaim; if it doesn’t, then you must have a separate sentence that identifies the counterclaim
· Example sentence starter: Some people say it doesn’t make sense…
BUT you may start introduce it in your own creative way
· Provide a piece of evidence that supports the counterclaim
2. Your Response
· Provide a counterargument
· Tell your reader why your side is still stronger. You may even use the counterclaim to your advantage; you may weaken the counterclaim and/or use it to reinforce your own argument
· Concluding statement
Example from Model Essay

Some might say that it does not make sense for Mrs. Dubose to take this stand. It is true that her decision to overcome her addiction increases her pain. As Atticus says about her morphine addiction, “She’d have spent the rest of her life on it and died without so much agony, but she was too contrary …” (111) This shows that it was agony to get herself off morphine. However, that reinforces the idea that Mrs. Dubose is, in fact, a brave woman. If she tolerates pain in order to die how she wants to, it means that she is courageous. Therefore, it does make sense for Mrs. Dubose to take that stand.
Remember – make it your own! Add your own style, voice, and interesting take on the text. Have fun with it!
